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DEMON POSSESSION TODAY
Darrell Beard

INTRODUCTION1

Does demon possession exist today? Some dismiss the whole
subject of demon possession as mere superstition and myth. To them,
there never has been such a thing as actual demon possession. To
others, demon possession not only existed in New Testament times, but
it continues to be a bane upon modern society. Today, there are even
those who claim to be qualified and experienced in identifying and
exorcizing demons.

Based on the Bible’s teaching, we are convinced that demon
possession existed in the days of Jesus and the early church, but that it
fulfilled its God-given purposes and ceased to be, as did all the other
supernatural powers mentioned in the Bible. More will be said on that
at the appropriate time, but first a few preliminary considerations need
to be made.

DEMONS IN LIGHT OF BIBLE TEACHING
The New Testament Greek word translated “demon” is daimon.

This is the word found in Matthew 8:31—“And the demons besought
him, saying, If thou cast us out, send us away into the herd of swine.”
The King James Version normally translates this word as “devil” or
“devils,” but the translation of “demon” or “demons,” as in the
American Standard Version of 1901, is to be preferred. The word to be
translated “devil” is another term, diabolos, in the original language of
the New Testament. Thayer defines the word “demon” as “A spirit, a
being inferior to God, superior to men.”2 Synonyms used in the New
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Testament to describe demons are “spirits” (Mt. 8:16), “evil spirits”
(Lk. 7:21), or “unclean spirit” (Mt.12:43).

Demons were very real and powerful adversaries of man. Guy N.
Woods wrote: “Demons were wicked spirits under the direction of
Satan, opposed to God, and capable of causing much misery to man
(Mt. 8:28-34; 12:24).”3 There are many things we do not know about
demons, because God has not chosen to reveal them to us. Moses
wrote: “The secret things belong unto Jehovah our God; but the things
that are revealed belong unto us and to our children for ever, that we
may do all the words of this law” (Deut. 29:29). Some things about
demons God has chosen to reserve for Himself. Other things, however,
belong to us. These are the things God has revealed in Scripture about
demons. We should study the Word of God in order to know, under-
stand and make use of the information given to us.

Demon possession, although long believed in by many cultures,
made an appearance in the general time period of Christ and His
apostles. Evidently, God allowed such in order to demonstrate the
authority of Christ and to verify His message. While the Old Testament
uses terms like “demons” and “evil spirits,” it is doubtful if the use of
these terms is parallel to the casting out of demons by Jesus, His
apostles, the seventy, and certain others in the early days of the church
who had received miraculous gifts by the laying on of the apostles’
hands.

From what is revealed to us, we can understand that demons were
spirit beings, without flesh and bones (Lk. 24:39); spirit beings who
possess intelligence, knowledge, and will (Mk. 5:7-9); spirit beings
who knew the truth about God, Christ, and the Gospel as the way of
salvation (Mk. 1:24; Acts 16:17); spirit beings of great wickedness,
bringing disease, discomfort, and misery to the bodies of their
unfortunate hosts; spirit beings who knew that a time of torment and
judgment awaited them and who lived in dread and fear of such; and,
spirit beings who had none other than Satan as their chief (Lk. 11:18).

What is the origin of demons? Since God has not given us a
definitive answer in the Bible to this question, some have advanced
opinions or theories based on their surmising of information in the
Word of God. Some of these ideas must be rejected because they are
unreasonable and clearly manifest a reckless and irresponsible handling
of the Word of God. For example, some are of the opinion that demons
arose from a fallen race that existed in a supposed “gap period”
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between Genesis 1:1 (when God created the heavens and earth in the
beginning) and Genesis 1:2 (when the earth was waste and void and the
Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters). There is neither such
a “gap” mentioned in the Bible nor is there the mention of any
supposed race of fallen people whose evil spirits became the demons
we read about in the Bible.

Another view that must be labeled false is that demons are the
result of unions between some of God’s angels and the daughters of
men. Genesis 6:1-4 is usually given in support of this view. However,
a responsible study of this passage in its context shows that the “sons
of God” were not angels, but simply the descendants of godly Seth.
They were followers of God. On the other hand, the “daughters of men”
were the children of Cain and those who did not worship and serve
God. The result was a humanity who began to grow more and more
wicked.

Two more responsible and plausible theories must be considered.
They do have some Bible teaching which gives them some support.
One suggestion is that demons may be identified with some of the
fallen angels who followed Satan into rebellion against God. Revela-
tion 12:7-9 records:

And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels going forth
to war with the dragon; and the dragon warred and his angels;
And they prevailed not, neither was their place found any more
in heaven. And the great dragon was cast down, the old serpent,
he that is called the Devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole
world; he was cast down to the earth, and his angels were cast
down with him.

Jude 6 states: “And angels that kept not their own principality, but
left their proper habitation, he hath kept in everlasting bonds under
darkness unto the judgment of the great day.” Agreeing with Jude,
Peter declared: “God spared not angels when they sinned, but cast them
down to hell, and committed them to pits of darkness, to be reserved
unto judgment” (2 Pet. 2:4). In the judgment scene pictured by Jesus,
He tells those on the left hand to depart into eternal fire, “which is
prepared for the devil and his angels” (Mt. 25:41).

It is possible that some of these disobedient and wicked angels
were allowed to temporarily leave the “pits of darkness” and possess
the bodies of certain individuals as demons, giving the Lord the
opportunity to demonstrate His power over the wickedness of an
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unseen world. This view was held by many early “Christian” writers,
and is the official position of the Roman Catholic Church.

A second view as to the origin and identity of demons is that they
are the disembodied spirits of wicked men. Guy N. Woods noted:
“These considerations have led thoughtful men to conclude that they
were disembodied spirits of wicked men who in some way escaped
from Tartarus of Hades and afflicted persons whom they seized.”4

Alexander Campbell strongly advocated this view, saying in his
Lectures and Addresses that there was nothing, in his view, that
weighed against the evidence for it.5 This theory is also widely held by
other scholars, both in and out of the Lord’s church.

Both of the above views deserve careful consideration, but the
Bible does not clearly tell us how demons came to be. Possibly, one of
the two above ideas would accurately explain it, or there may be a
completely different answer. We simply do not know. Be that as it may,
we do know that demons were active in the first century, that they
possessed the bodies of living people, and that they were cast out of
those they possessed by divine power.

WHAT IS MEANT BY “DEMON POSSESSION”?
The Greek word translated “demon possession” is diamonizomai.

Vine defines the word: “to be possessed of a demon, to act under the
control of a demon.” He further explains: “Those who were thus
afflicted expressed the mind and consciousness of the ‘demon’ or
‘demons’ indwelling them.”6 Demon possession, therefore, was the act
of a demon or demons taking habitation in the body of a person,
controlling his speech and actions, and, frequently causing a number of
afflictions to the tormented host. Demon possession was a major factor
in diseases and ill health, but the New Testament clearly distinguishes
between organic diseases and the consequences of demon possession.
Mark 1:32 says: “And at even, when the sun did set, they brought unto
him all that were sick, and them that were possessed with demons.”

Why did God allow demon possession? Despite the fact that the
Bible does not reveal all that was in the mind of God for permitting
demons to enter people, we can infer much from what is revealed
regarding the purposes for casting out demons and other miracles. First,
the casting out of demons manifested in a striking manner God’s power
over both the earthly and supernal realms. This confirmed Jesus’
claim—“All authority hath been given unto me in heaven and on earth”
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(Mt. 28:18). Seeing Jesus cast out demons, people were amazed and
said: “What is this word? for with authority and power he commandeth
the unclean spirits, and they come out” (Lk. 4:36).

By casting out demons, Jesus showed His ability to enter into “the
house of the strong man” (i.e., the devil), bind him, and spoil his goods
(Mt. 12:29). In connection with the casting out of demons by the
seventy disciples on their “limited commission,” Jesus said: “I beheld
Satan fallen as lightning from heaven” (Lk. 10:18).

Second, demon exorcism showed that the message of Christ was
valid and of divine origin. Jesus preached: “Repent ye; for the kingdom
of heaven is at hand” (Mt. 4:17). Discussing the divine origin of demon
exorcism, Jesus said: “[I]f I by the Spirit of God cast out demons, then
is the kingdom of God come upon you” (Mt. 12:28). Thus, His
preaching was confirmed as being true. Our Lord urged the Jews of His
day to believe the works He did so they could know and understand
that the Father was in Him and that He was in the Father (Jn. 10:38).

As the apostles went out on the “Great Commission,” they were
enabled to perform “signs,” which included casting out demons (Mk.
16:17). Mark’s final words regarding the apostles are: “And they went
forth, and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them, and
confirming the word by the signs that followed. Amen” (Mk.16:20).

Third, those who are dead in trespasses and sins, and who walk
according to the course of this world, are walking according to the
prince of the powers of the air (Eph. 2:1-2). Since our struggle is
“against the principalities, against the powers, against the world-rulers
of this darkness, against the spiritual hosts of wickedness in the
heavenly places” (Eph. 6:12), it was necessary for Christ’s power over
those wicked powers in heavenly places to be shown. Those powers
must be subjected before we can have assurance of overcoming the
devil and living for Christ. Exorcism of demons demonstrated the
power of Christ over those dark powers.

A SURVEY OF
DEMON POSSESSION IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

The Gospel accounts record six specific events in which Jesus dealt
with possessed individuals. These are: 1) the man with an unclean spirit
(Mk. 1:23; Lk. 4:33-36), 2) the two men (Mark and Luke mention only
one of the two) who were afflicted with many (“Legion”) fierce and
violent demons, which could not be restrained even with strong chains,
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and which requested to be cast into a herd of swine (Mt. 8:28-34; Mk.
5:1-20; Lk. 8:26-39), 3) the Syrophoenician woman who interceded in
behalf of her “young daughter” who was grievously vexed with a
demon or unclean spirit (Mt. 15:21-28; Mk. 7:24-30), 4) the epileptic
boy afflicted with a demon from his childhood, but from whom the
apostles were unable to cast out the demon (Mt. 17:14-21), 5) the mute
man possessed by a demon who was brought to Jesus (Mt. 9:32-33; Lk.
11:14), and 6) the demon possessed man brought to Jesus who was
blind and mute (Mt. 12:22).

In addition to those specific incidents, the Gospel records also
show: 1) that Jesus cast seven demons out of Mary Magdalene (Mk.
16:9; Lk. 8:2),  2) the casting out of demons in connection with other
miraculous deeds (Mt. 4:24), and 3) that Jesus gave the twelve and the
seventy power to cast out demons, which they did on a number of
occasions (Mt. 10:1, 8; Mk. 6:7, 13; Lk. 9:1; 10:17). More instances
when the apostles and other miraculously endowed men dealt with
demon possession are found in Acts 5:15; 8:6-7; 16:16-18.

Indications of demon possession were evident in those so pos-
sessed. Some were blind, mute, or deaf. Others suffered from uncon-
trollable violence, seizures, self-mutilation, and anti-social behavior
such as nakedness or the refusal to live in a house.

The New Testament shows that there were some who falsely
claimed to cast out demons in the first century. More than once Jesus
was accused of casting out demons by the power of Beelzebub, the
prince of demons. In response, Jesus asked: “[I]f Satan casteth out
Satan, he is divided against himself; how then shall his kingdom stand?
And if I by Beelzebub cast out demons, by whom do your sons cast
them out? therefore shall they be your judges” (Mt. 12:26-27). Thus, at
least some in the Pharisee sect were claiming to have the ability to cast
out demons.

An interesting happening regarding Paul’s work in Ephesus on his
third missionary journey is worthy of note. In Acts 19:11-16, Luke
states:

And God wrought special miracles by the hands of Paul:
insomuch that unto the sick were carried away from his body
handkerchiefs or aprons, and the evil spirits went out. But certain
also of the strolling Jews, exorcists, took upon them to name
over them that had the evil spirits the name of the Lord Jesus,
saying, I adjure you by Jesus whom Paul preacheth. And there
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were seven sons of one Sceva, a Jew, a chief priest, who did this.
And the evil spirit answered and said unto them, Jesus I know,
and Paul I know, but who are ye? And the man in whom the evil
spirit was leaped on them, and mastered both of them, and
prevailed against them, so that they fled out of that house naked
and wounded (Acts 19:11-16).

CLAIMS OF DEMON POSSESSION TODAY
Some early Christians, following the New Testament era, seemed

not to have understood the temporary nature of demon possession. In
a time of growing departure from the New Testament pattern,
“exorcistic formulas found their way into baptismal liturgies, and those
who experienced that rite were thought to have been freed from
demonic powers and influence.”7 History traces the departure of the
church of Bible times into what has become the Roman Catholic
Church. Demon possession and exorcism continue to be a concern in
that group. They make the claim today that the powers of Christ were
transmitted to the apostles, and then to those they regard as the
successors of the apostles. Their ordination of the priesthood contains
the Order of Exorcist, in which the claim is made that those who obtain
the Order of Exorcist have the power to place their hands on others for
the purpose of driving evil spirits out of the bodies of the possessed.8

There have been a number of modern cases of exorcism at the
hands of Catholic officials. As a child, I remember hearing about a
famous case of exorcism in St. Louis during the 1940s. Wayne Jackson
wrote about the exorcism performed upon “Mother Teresa” shortly
before her death in 1997.9

Catholics are not alone, however, in the claim of demon possession.
From a Bible dictionary comes this:

Pastors and foreign missionaries testify to demon possession
among many peoples of the world today ... In numerous cases
those who commit mass murders or suicide seem to have been
impelled by wicked demons. It is urgent that Christian workers
take seriously this doctrine and learn to exercise the authority of
Christ to set free those who are demon oppressed or possessed.10

Christianity Today carried this comment:
Whether Christians use the formal rites of Roman Catholicism
or the vigorous prayers of charismatic and Pentecostal believers,
exorcism is God’s good gift to the church. Through exorcism,
God graciously delivers people from demonic powers, which
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seek a person’s total physical and spiritual destruction ... So long
as we live in this fallen world, we may be sure that demons not
only exist, but will make bullying and presumptuous challenges
to God’s authority.11

An unidentified author of an internet article claimed:
... having expelled demons out of several Christians during my
years as a prayer minister helped confirm to me that Christians
can have demons ... Through Jesus, God has given every
believer the authority and power to expel demons and live free
of demonic oppression. This freedom can come through self or
group deliverance ministry, depending on the person and the
situation.12

Similar fantastic claims—people saying they have had great
success in casting demons from people in connection with some kind
of religious ministry—can be found in abundance. One man claimed he
had conducted about 175 exorcisms in eight years, to great success.13

NO DEMON POSSESSION TODAY!
There is no doubt that demon possession actually existed in the first

century, and that God allowed it in order to demonstrate the power and
authority of Christ and His message over the devil and his powers.
Demon possession is claimed by some in this day, but there is a
dramatic contrast to be seen between the real evidences of demon
possession and the genuine casting out of demons in the first century,
and what is done today under the false banner of exorcism. The
unfounded claims of modern day “exorcists” are to be contrasted with
the confirmation of the genuine cases of casting out of demons by
Christ, the apostles, the seventy disciples, and those on whom the
apostles laid their hands in the early days of the church. Those today
who falsely use the name of Christ to practice “exorcism” have no more
right to do so than those “strolling Jews” mentioned before, and they
are no more successful than those “strolling Jews” either.

Those who witnessed the casting out of demons in the first century
knew that they were seeing a miracle. Some today have occasion to see
a long, drawn-out, “tug-of-war” between a delusional victim and a self-
professed “exorcist,” trying to get a non-present demon to come out of
the subject’s head by calling the name of Jesus over the individual.

No one today has any authority to try and cast out demons by the
name of Christ. Because one says he is doing something in the name of
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Jesus does not mean that he is. In the first century, Jesus did not
authorize every Tom, Dick, and Harriot to expel demons from people.
Such authority was not extended to anyone beyond the first century.
Jesus empowered the apostles, the seventy disciples, and a few in the
early days of the church (upon whom the apostles laid their hands) to
cast out demons. Never again can one properly and Scripturally claim
to be casting out demons in the name of Christ.

There can be no genuine casting out of demons today for two
reasons—the purpose of miracles has been served, and there is today
no access to the ability to perform miracles. Let us notice the first of
these two considerations.

As previously noted, the casting out of demons, along with other
miracles, was to prove the deity of Christ and His message. On one
occasion, when the multitudes saw Jesus cast out demons from a man
who was blind and mute, they “were amazed, and said, Can this be the
son of David?” (Mt. 12:22-23). They concluded, as did Nicodemus,
that no one could do such things unless God was with Him (Jn. 3:2).
Now, we have the inspired record of these confirmed miracles that can
produce faith in those of us who read them. John declared:

Many other signs therefore did Jesus in the presence of the
disciples, which are not written in this book: but these are
written, that ye may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of
God; and that believing ye may have life in his name (Jn. 20:30-
31).

Miracles performed by Christ and His apostles were signs that their
message was by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. Hebrews 2:3-4
reveals:

[H]ow shall we escape, if we neglect so great a salvation? which
having at the first been spoken through the Lord, was confirmed
unto us by them that heard; God also bearing witness with them,
both by signs and wonders, and by manifold powers, and by gifts
of the Holy Spirit, according to his own will.

Miracles were an indication of the partial, temporary, and incom-
plete state of the revelation of God’s will, then existing. The Word of
God could be communicated only through partial means by those who
could preach or teach with the aid of a miraculous gift of the Spirit,
such as prophecy, speaking in tongues, et cetera. Paul explained that,
when that which is perfect is come, then the partial and temporary
measures would be done away. See 1 Corinthians 13:8-10.



276 Demon Possession Today

The partial would give way to the full (complete, final) revelation
of God’s will to man. Inspired men, such as James and Peter, antici-
pated the time when people could read what they and others would
write by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. James described the ability
to look into “the perfect law, the law of liberty” (Jas. 1:25), and Peter
explained that God’s divine power “hath granted unto us all things that
pertain unto life and godliness” (2 Pet. 1:3). Why would one want to
hold on to the partial, incomplete, and imperfect when the perfect, full,
and complete is at his disposal?

In the second place, miracles are impossible today because the
methods by which miraculous powers were bestowed have ceased to be
available. It is evident that, after the personal ministry of Jesus, people
in the first century received miraculous gifts through one of two means:
the baptism of the Holy Spirit, and the laying on of the apostles’ hands.

Jesus promised that He would provide miraculous powers to His
apostles by means of their being baptized in the Holy Spirit. Before His
death, Jesus told His apostles that He would send the Holy Spirit upon
them to guide them into all truth (Jn. 16:13). Later, Jesus met with
these men just before His ascension into heaven and promised them,
“ye shall be baptized in the Holy Spirit not many days hence” (Acts
1:5). He went on to say: “But ye shall receive power, when the Holy
Spirit is come upon you: and ye shall be my witnesses both in Jerusa-
lem, and in all Judaea and Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the
earth” (v. 8).

That promise of the Holy Spirit to the apostles was fulfilled a few
days later when they were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to
speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance (Acts 2:4).
Only two instances of Holy Spirit baptism are recorded (a third is
implied in the case of Saul of Tarsus). In Acts 2:4, the apostles were
filled with the Holy Spirit, and, in Acts 10-11, Cornelius and his
kinsmen were filled with the Holy Spirit. (Some good brethren do not
accept the idea that the record in Acts 10-11 is a case of Holy Spirit
baptism. I believe that it was a special, never-to-be-repeated case of
Holy Spirit baptism, based on Acts 10:47; 11:15-17; and 15:8. In either
respect, it does not change the effect of what we are saying here.).

At the time under consideration is Acts 2 and Acts 10, there were
two baptisms in effect: the command to be baptized in water for the
forgiveness of sins (Acts 2:38), and the baptism of the Holy Spirit, a
promise given only to the apostles and the special case of Cornelius in
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Acts 10-11. Later, Paul wrote: “There is ... one baptism” (Eph. 4:4-5).
By that time, some 30 years had passed since Pentecost, and Holy Spirit
baptism had ceased. No one today can receive miraculous powers
through Holy Spirit baptism, the claim of Pentecostals notwithstanding.

The second avenue through which spiritual gifts were given was
through the laying on of the apostles’ hands. In Acts 6, seven men were
appointed to look after the needs of the Grecian widows. They were set
before the apostles who laid hands on them and prayed (Acts 6:6).
Whether all received miraculous power, we do not know. However,
two of them were given miraculous gifts. Immediately, we learn that
“Stephen, full of grace and power, wrought great wonders and signs
among the people” (v. 8). In Acts 7:55, Stephen was “full of the Holy
Spirit” on the occasion of his defense before the Sanhedrin and his
death by being stoned.

Another of the seven men was Philip, who became an inspired
evangelist. Acts 8:5-7 records:

And Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and proclaimed
unto them the Christ. And the multitudes gave heed with one
accord unto the things that were spoken by Philip, when they
heard, and saw the signs which he did. For from many of those
that had unclean spirits, they came out, crying with a loud voice:
and many that were palsied, and that were lame, were healed.

Simon, a former sorcerer, was converted and was amazed at the “signs
and great miracles” wrought by Philip (Acts 8:13). Although Philip
could perform miracles, he could not bestow the gift of miracles on
others, i.e., give others the ability to do miracles. Therefore, Peter and
John were sent to Samaria. When they arrived, they “prayed for them,
that they might receive the Holy Spirit” (v. 15). Those two apostles laid
their hands on those who had been baptized and they received the Holy
Spirit (v. 17). Furthermore, from Acts 8:18-19, we learn:

Now when Simon saw that through the laying on of the apostles'
hands the Holy Spirit was given, he offered them money, saying,
Give me also this power, that on whomsoever I lay my hands, he
may receive the Holy Spirit.

Peter sternly told Simon: “Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter:
for thy heart is not right before God” (v. 21).

Paul had an intense desire to visit with the Christians at Rome.
Explaining the reason why, he told them: “I long to see you, that I may
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impart unto you some spiritual gift, to the end ye may be established”
(Rom. 1:11, emphasis added).

This avenue is also closed to those living today. The apostles are
no longer with us. Those to whom the apostles imparted spiritual gifts,
by the imposition of their hands, could not pass miraculous gifts on to
others. Thus, when all those people died, i.e., those upon whom the
apostles had laid their hands, no one had the power to perform miracles.

The Bible reveals no other ways by which miracles were given to
man. Beware of the man or woman who claims power to cast out
demons or to heal miraculously! At worst, they are liars and deceivers,
and at best, they are self-deceived and deluded.

Even in the first century, the claim to cast out demons in the name
of Christ was not necessarily a sign of genuineness. In Matthew 7:21-
23, Jesus, explaining what will happen with some on the day of
judgment, says:

Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the
kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father who
is in heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, did we
not prophesy by thy name, and by thy name cast out demons,
and by thy name do many mighty works? And then will I profess
unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work
iniquity.

The purposes of miracles have been served. The word of God has
been confirmed and fully revealed in the Bible. The avenues though
which people once received miraculous powers have been closed. The
Messianic prophecy of Zechariah has been fulfilled. He wrote:

In that day there shall be a fountain opened to the house of David
and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, for sin and for uncleanness.
And it shall come to pass in that day, saith Jehovah of hosts, that
I will cut off the names of the idols out of the land, and they
shall no more be remembered; and also I will cause the prophets
and the unclean spirit to pass out of the land (Zech. 13:1-2).

HOWEVER, THE DEVIL IS STILL OPERATING TODAY!
Although Satan and/or his demonic followers cannot literally and

directly overpower people, “move in” and possess them against their
will today, he and his agents are still alive, seeking diligently to ruin the
lives and souls of men. It is still possible for Satan to get an advantage
over us through the “devices” he uses (2 Cor. 2:11). He is still our
adversary, seeking whom he may devour (1 Pet. 5:8). Guy N. Woods
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wrote: “Today, the devil’s power over men is limited to deceit and
temptation both of which may be resisted with the help of God and the
sword of the Spirit.”14

The devil can use human interests and weaknesses to entice people
into sinful deeds. Satan tempted Judas to betray his Lord (Lk. 22:3-5).
Those who are “minded” to be rich can fall into temptation (1 Tim.
6:9). Paul warned married couples lest Satan tempt them through a lack
of self-control (1 Cor. 7:5). The devil has tempted Christians to lie
(Acts 5:3). A novice, trying to function as an elder, can be lifted up
with pride and fall into the same kind of condemnation as the devil did
(1 Tim. 3:6-7). A child of God can be overtaken in a fault (Gal. 6:1).
The devil can use other “devices” such as discouragement, desire for
social approval, distractions, and outward circumstances to hinder the
Lord’s work.

In view of Satan’s determined and constant efforts to bring sin into
our lives, what are we to do? Although the devil can throw up strong
temptations, God provides a way of escape (1 Cor. 10:13). The devil
cannot force us to do anything. He is no stronger than we allow him to
be. We must look for the appropriate way to escape any given tempta-
tion. The Bible shows that a number of things might be involved in
taking an escape route from Satan’s advances. Recognizing the
weakness of the flesh, we are to watch and pray that we enter not into
temptation (Mt. 26:41). No room must be left in our lives in which the
devil can operate (Eph. 4:27). The child of God must fully equip
himself with the armor of God so that he can withstand the wiles of the
devil (Eph. 6:11). If Satan is stoutly resisted, he will flee from us (Jas.
4:7). Christians must flee from lust and follow after righteousness,
faith, love, and peace (2 Tim. 2:22).

People must be mindful of the various avenues through which the
devil can do his evil work. Be on guard against the wrong kind of
movies and television shows, commercials which feature sex appeal,
music with lewd lyrics, advertising from clothing stores which picture
attractive models in undergarments, swim suits, or any other immodest
apparel.

The devil can make use of false teachers and false teaching to
deceive people. Paul foretold that “deceitful spirits” and “doctrines of
demons” would cause some to depart from the faith (1 Tim. 4:1). We
are living in those “times” today—times in which some of our most
dangerous enemies are those who are supposed to be our brothers.
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Finally, the apostle Paul wrote:
For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, fashioning
themselves into apostles of Christ. And no marvel; for even
Satan fashioneth himself into an angel of light. It is no great
thing therefore if his ministers also fashion themselves as
ministers of righteousness, whose end shall be according to their
works (2 Cor. 11:13-15).

CONCLUSION
Our study has been a challenge. Some things have been beyond our

comprehension because God has not fully revealed them to us.
However, we have tried to be responsible and careful in seeking to set
forth the things that have been revealed so that we might understand
and profit somewhat from a better understanding of demon possession.
It is comforting to know that, as strong as he is, the devil can be
resisted and will have to flee from us!
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